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Bentley Awards $422,700 for Fight Against Illegal Drugs

 in Southeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded grants totaling $422,700 to combat illegal drugs and drug-related violent crime in seven southeast Alabama counties.



The funding will support four drug task forces that operate in Butler, Crenshaw, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Lowndes and Pike counties. The task forces conduct undercover operations to arrest and prosecute drug offenders, find and dismantle dangerous methamphetamine laboratories and assist with other violent crime investigations.


“We must remain aggressive in our battle against illegal drugs,” Bentley said. “I commend the agents of these drug task forces for their efforts to put the sellers and distributors of illegal drugs behind bars.”


A $126,500 grant to the city of Ozark will help continue the operations of the Wiregrass Violent Crime/Drug Task Force in Dale County. Representatives from the county Sheriff’s Department, the Ozark Police Department and the Daleville Department of Public Safety compose the unit. Matching funds of $42,166 will supplement the grant.

With a $104,600 grant to the Pike County Commission, the 12th Judicial Circuit Drug and Violent Crime Task Force will continue identifying and arresting drug sellers and distributors in Coffee and Pike counties. The unit is a joint operation of the District Attorney’s Office, the sheriff’s departments of Coffee and Pike counties and the police departments of Elba, Enterprise and Troy. Matching funds of $34,866 have been committed to the task force.

A $96,600 grant to the Geneva County Commission will help continue the county’s Drug and Violent Crime Task Force. The unit comprises members of the Sheriff’s Department and multiple police departments within the county. Matching funds of $32,200 will supplement the grant.


With a $95,000 grant to the Butler County Commission, the Second Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force will continue operations in Butler, Crenshaw and Lowndes counties. Agencies participating in the task force include the sheriff’s departments of Butler and Crenshaw counties and the Greenville Police Department. Matching funds of $31,666 have been committed to the unit.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley notified Ozark Mayor Billy Blackwell and commission chairmen Homer Wright of Pike County, Fred Hamic of Geneva County and Jesse McWilliams of Butler County that the grants had been approved.
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