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Bentley Awards Grant to Clay County Drug Task Force
MONTGOMERY— Clay County’s fight against illegal drugs received a boost in the form of a grant from Gov. Robert Bentley.

Bentley awarded the $95,000 grant to the County Commission to assist the Clay County Drug Task Force in its mission to investigate and arrest suspected illegal drug manufacturers and traffickers in the county.


Representatives from the Clay County Sheriff’s Department and the police departments of Ashland and Lineville comprise the task force.

Bentley said that drug task forces play an important role in Alabama’s fight against the illegal drug trade.

“Illegal drugs pose a danger to the health and safety of Alabama residents,” Bentley said. “I commend the task force members for their dedication to making the county a safer place to live and work by taking drug offenders off the streets.”

With the help of recent legislation and continued enforcement of existing laws, the number of methamphetamine labs in Clay County has been reduced, according to the Sheriff’s Department, but imported methamphetamines have increased in recent months. 
In the coming year, the task force plans to continue targeting area labs by gathering intelligence about suspicious purchases of chemicals used to make methamphetamine and they will focus investigative efforts on tracking the flow of imported methamphetamine into the county.

Another priority for the task force will be crack-cocaine traffickers.  


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. Local matching funds of $31,667 have been committed to the task force.


Bentley notified Roy Johnson, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved.
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