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Bentley Awards Grant to Help Bessemer Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded $129,880 to the anti-domestic violence program in West Jefferson County to continue prosecuting offenders and helping victims.

The grant will support the Bessemer Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit, which is made up of one deputy district attorney and a special investigator who handle domestic violence cases and a victim services officer who assists victims. 
“Domestic abuse is a heavy burden on its victims that destroys lives and families,” Bentley said. “I commend the officials and staff of the unit for their dedication to helping victims and prosecuting abusers.”
The unit works with other organizations to assess each case, determine what services and resources will best benefit the victim and develop a safety plan to protect the victim from further abuse. The victim services officer also is available to accompany victims to court appearances.
The unit trains law enforcement officers, court officials, medical and mental health professionals and the staffs of churches and other social organizations to recognize the signs of domestic abuse, aid victims and report the abuse to the proper authorities. According to unit officials, the training helps ensure coordinated and up-to-date practices throughout all stages of victim treatment and the prosecution process.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
 

Bentley informed District Attorney Arthur Green that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $43,293 will supplement the award.
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