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Bentley Awards Grants for Improvements in Franklin County
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded two Community Development Block Grants totaling $737,926 to help alleviate health and safety concerns in two Franklin County cities.
The cities of Red Bay and Russellville will use the funding to provide public water and improve sewer services in certain neighborhoods.

“Community Development Block Grants help fund urgent projects needed to improve the quality of life in Alabama communities,” said Bentley. “I am pleased that we are able to provide this funding to assist Franklin County residents.”

The $316,370 grant to Red Bay will improve water services for residents along 6th Avenue North and 11th Avenue by replacing 5,000 feet of old water lines with larger diameter pipe. The combination of larger pipes and installation of six fire hydrants also will increase fire protection in the area. The city is providing $80,000 in local funding to supplement the grant.

The Mill Village neighborhood in Russellville also will benefit from improved water, sewer and fire protection services, thanks to a $421,556 CDBG award. The grant will help fund cleaning, inspection and installation of more than 4,000 feet of water and sewer pipe lines, the repair of manholes and the installation of five fire hydrants. Local funding of $105,389 is being provided by the city.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urband Development.

Bentley notified mayors Bobby Forsythe of Red Bay and Troy Oliver of Russellville that the grants had been approved.
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