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Riley Awards Grants for Youth Drug, Violence Prevention 

in Central Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $324,028 to support programs that help youth in central Alabama avoid lives filled with drugs and violence.   


The grants will help eight organizations continue programs to help youth in Blount, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair, Talladega and Walker counties.

“Once-promising futures can be quickly destroyed by criminal behavior and drug abuse,” Riley said. “These programs hold juveniles accountable for their actions while helping them get on the path to becoming productive citizens.”

The organizations receiving grants are:

· The Jefferson County Commission–$102,852 for the Family Court Mentoring Program. The program will help 45 youths 12-17 in Jefferson County who have displayed violent behavior or other risk factors for juvenile delinquency.

· Hoover City Schools–$49,099 for the Latino After-School Program. The program includes tutoring services and violence and drug prevention curriculum for Latino students at Gwin, Green Valley and Rocky Ridge elementary schools and Simmons Middle School. 
· Alabama Center for Law and Civic Education–$33,750 for the Teen Court program in Jefferson County. Teen Court is an alternative to juvenile court where peers sentence offenders to perform services that allow them to take responsibility for their actions and make restitution for violating the law.
· Family Guidance Center of Alabama–$33,750 for Teen Connection in Jefferson, Shelby and Walker counties. The educational program is for teens who have poor school attendance and grades or have committed minor nonviolent crimes.
· Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Greater Birmingham–$33,200 for a school-based mentoring program. The program fosters positive relationships between youth and adult mentors in schools in Blount, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties.

· Children’s Aid Society–$29,925 for a peer-mentoring program at Center Street Middle School in Homewood. The program involves parents and includes school and community activities that promote avoiding violence and substance abuse.
· Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement–$27,264 for the Turning Point program. Turning Point helps youths 12-18 with poor attendance or poor grades at school or who have been referred by the juvenile court system learn ways to avoid drugs and destructive behavior.
· Gateway–$14,188 for the Promoting Positive Thinking Strategies Program at Midfield City Schools. The educational program helps elementary school students learn to resolve conflicts nonviolently. 

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. departments of Education and Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the awards.
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