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Riley Awards Grant to Provide Jobs in Randolph County 
MONTGOMERY— An $850,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help restore hundreds of jobs in Randolph County. 
Funding will enable the Meadowcraft outdoor furniture plant in Wadley to reopen. The company that previously owned Meadowcraft ceased operation earlier this year resulting in the loss of several hundred jobs.  

Southern Sales & Marketing Group Inc. purchased the plant in September and plans to resume production of the Meadowcraft brand. Initial employment at the wrought iron manufacturing plant will be 200 but could expand to 600 people within six years, according to company officials. 

“Jobs are always important, but for a community devastated by a plant closing, this announcement is monumental,” Riley said. “I am delighted to play a role in this project.”

CDBG funding will be used to improve water and sewer services at the plant. Increased water pressure is needed for a newly installed sprinkler system and an added paint sprayer system. 

Riley notified Mayor Jim Dabbs that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. The grant was funded with money provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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