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Riley Awards Grants for Services to Domestic Violence Victims
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $117,133 to help two organizations continue assisting domestic violence victims and increasing awareness of available support services in four north Alabama counties. 
Victims Services of Cullman Inc. will use an $80,900 grant to continue a violence prevention program aimed at changing behaviors of abusers and holding them accountable for their actions. The grant also will help continue counseling services for children.
A $36,233 grant to the Marshall County Coalition Against Domestic Violence will help the organization increase awareness of domestic violence, prevention methods and the availability of assistance for victims. The coalition, which serves Marshall, DeKalb and Cherokee counties, will conduct dating-violence prevention presentations to students at area schools. 

“Domestic violence destroys families and lives,” said Riley. “I commend both of these organizations for their service to victims and for increasing awareness of this important issue.”

In addition to grants, the organizations depend on private donations to ensure that free services remain available to all victims in their coverage areas.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.


Riley notified Kenosha Davenport, executive director of Victims Services, and Charles Whisenant, board chair of the Coalition Against Domestic Violence, that the grants had been approved.


Local matching funds of $20,225 will supplement the grant to Victims Services and a $9,058 match will supplement the Coalition’s award.
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