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Riley Announces Loan to Help Mobile County School System 

Save Energy and Cut Costs 
MONTGOMERY— The Mobile County Public School System is receiving a $350,000 loan to complete energy upgrades to its central office complex, Gov. Bob Riley announced.   


The zero-interest-rate loan will enable the school system to make energy efficiency improvements to the Administration Building, the Engineering Building and the Student Services Building. All three are part of the system’s central office.


“Making public buildings energy efficient is a wise investment that’s good for taxpayers and good for the environment,” Riley said. “I commend Mobile County school officials for their efforts to save energy and reduce expenses.” 


The school system will replace lighting fixtures with lower-wattage systems that provide the same amount of light using up to 40 percent less energy, according to data from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.


The upgrades also will include equipment to automatically reduce heating and cooling when the buildings are not occupied. Additional energy will be saved by devices that start heating or cooling equipment in phases rather than simultaneously and that adjust the speed of cooling system motors according to demand. 


School officials estimate that the upgrades will cut energy bills enough to repay the loan with the savings in just over seven years. 


Riley awarded the loan as part of the Local Government Energy Loan Program administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. The program helps municipal and county governments and schools pay the up-front costs of energy-saving improvements. Loan recipients are required repay the funds in periodic installments within 10 years.

Riley notified Superintendent Roy Nichols Jr. that he had approved the loan.   
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