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Riley Awards Grant to Create Jobs, Aid School in Autauga County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $575,000 grant that will provide needed services to a new high school and help create about 100 new retail jobs in Autauga County.  
The Community Development Block Grant will be used to supply sewer services to Marbury High School and to a new retail business development, both on U.S. Highway 31 in the Pine Level community. 
“This investment in the community’s future is the result of a cooperative effort among local officials who have worked hard to make it happen,” Riley said. “I am pleased to play a role in this project.”  

Pro Properties One, an Autauga County development company, plans to build a shopping center on a six-acre site at the intersection of U.S. 31 and Autauga County 40. Among the proposed businesses are a grocery, a pharmacy and specialty shops. Developers say that availability of a public sewage system is the key to the venture. The new Marbury High School is under construction and scheduled to open in early 2010. 

In the first phase of the project, sewer lines will be extended to the school and shopping center from an existing wastewater treatment plant, and two lift stations and other components will be constructed. The capacity of the treatment plant, which serves an industrial park just south of the proposed shopping center, will be expanded in the project’s second phase.
Riley notified Danny Chavers, chairman of the Autauga County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $737,747 has been pledged for the sewer project. 

The CDBG funding was provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 
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