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Riley Awards Grant to Help Auto Industry 

Increase Energy Efficiency
MONTGOMERY— Automotive manufacturers and suppliers in Alabama will have an opportunity to reduce energy costs, improve their bottom lines and keep more Alabamians employed with the help of a new training program supported by Gov. Bob Riley.  


Riley awarded a $25,000 grant to the University of Alabama in Huntsville to allow UAH and the Alabama Technology Network to present training sessions to help manufacturers identify ways increase energy efficiency and reduce costs in their plants. The eight-hour workshops will be conducted over the next 12 months in eight locations throughout the state. 

“Automotive manufacturing is a vital component of our state’s diverse economy, and Alabama manufacturers must continue to adopt new methods and techniques to remain competitive,” Riley said. “This training program will help manufacturers make the same products with less energy, boosting profits and providing more work for Alabamians.”


The training targets companies that have received energy-use audits by the Alabama Automotive Manufacturers Association, the Tennessee Valley Authority or the U.S. Department of Energy. Topics covered in the sessions include ways to reduce energy waste in the production process, measures that conserve energy and renewable energy alternatives. 

Two engineers from UAH will present the training at automotive plants or at training centers of the Alabama Technology Network and Alabama Industrial Development and Training Institute.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Energy. Riley notified Dr. David Williams, president of UAH, that the grant had been approved.
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