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Area Law Enforcement Agencies Partner

with Tennessee to Reduce DUIs
MONTGOMERY— Madison County law enforcement officers are partnering with agencies in southern Tennessee to increase motorist safety and remove drunken drivers from area roadways during the busy travel period leading up to Labor Day.

Officials from both states gathered Friday night at Hazel Green High School to kick off the “Hands Across the Border” partnership at an event hosted by Madison County Sheriff Blake Dorning. Friday also marked the beginning of the national “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” campaign.   

Grants administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs are helping fund overtime pay to increase patrols by Alabama law enforcement officers. ADECA Director Doni M. Ingram said that the cooperative spirit demonstrated by agencies from both states will prevent injuries and save lives. “I am pleased we are able to support this and other innovative enforcement programs and I appreciate the hard work of all those who are dedicated to increasing safety on our roads and highways,” Ingram said. 

ADECA has awarded other grants to help officers save time and increase efficiency through new technology and tools such as breath alcohol test vehicles known as “BAT Mobiles” and an electronic citation software program installed on laptop computers in patrol vehicles.

The “BAT Mobiles” are specially-outfitted trucks with sobriety-testing units, computers and all equipment and paperwork necessary to process drunken drivers.

-MORE-


The e-Ticket software allows officers to process citations electronically and print tickets directly from their patrol cars.


Alabama law enforcement agencies participating in “Hands Across the Border” and “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” events include the Northeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office, the Madison County Sheriff’s Office, the state Department of Public Safety and the police departments of Huntsville, Madison, New Hope, Owens Cross Road and Gurley. 

Tennessee participants include the Tennessee Highway Patrol and the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office.


The enforcement campaign runs from Aug. 21 through Sept.7 and will include checkpoints near the state line in cooperation with Tennessee officials.
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