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Riley Awards Grant to Boost Recreational River Traffic   
MONTGOMERY— Recreational boaters who navigate the Alabama River from Mobile to Montgomery could be up the creek without a paddle. The lack of places to purchase gasoline along that stretch of river might leave them high and dry. 

But a $40,000 grant awarded by the Gov. Bob Riley should change that. The grant to the Alabama Scenic River Trail Association will enable the installation of gasoline pumps at two strategic locations on the Alabama River below Montgomery. 
“By traveling Alabama waterways you can view pristine land and amazing wildlife much as Native Americans and early settlers saw it hundreds of years ago,” Riley said. “This grant will make it possible for many more Alabamians to enjoy this wonderful resource.”

One fueling station will be established at an existing marina owned by the city of Selma. Several sites just north of Mobile are being considered for the other fueling station. 
Jim Felder, executive director of the association, said the lack of fueling outlets has hampered recreational river traffic.
“The average recreational motorized boat is not capable of going much over 100 miles without having to refuel,” Felder said. “Because of that, people have not been able to take advantage of much of the navigable waterways that we have in Alabama.” 

The association was created as a private, non-profit corporation to encourage boaters – both motorized and non-motorized – to utilize Alabama’s rivers and streams. The group publishes guides to the Alabama Scenic River trail that runs 631 miles from the Georgia line in northeast Alabama to the Mobile Bay. The guides list water features, camping and fueling areas, historic and scenic points, boat landings and shuttle services. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
For more information on the Alabama Scenic River go to www.alabamascenicrivertrail.com 
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