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Riley Awards $24,073 for Drug, Violence Prevention Program

in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to support a program that helps youth in Jefferson County stay away from drug use and violence.  


The $24,073 grant will help the Family Guidance Center of Alabama offer the Teen Connection program for troubled youth and their parents. In the program, Jefferson County teens develop and practice skills that help them avoid dangerous situations and live responsibly. Participants are referred to Teen Connection by schools and juvenile and family courts.

“This program guides juveniles toward bright and productive futures,” Riley said. “I commend the staff of the Family Guidance Center for their diligence in keeping youths on the right path.”


In weekly group sessions, teens learn how to control anger, resist peer pressure and resolve conflicts peacefully. The program also provides individual and group counseling to help participants and their parents improve relationships with each other. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Education. 

Riley informed Sue Barrett, the center’s assistant executive director, that the grant had been approved.
 

--30--
