[image: image1.jpg]ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 'AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

BOBRILEY

GOVERNOR BILL JOHNSON

DIRECTOR

9
S

STATE OF ALABAMA




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, May 26, 2009








Josh Carples












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Help Victims of Domestic Violence 

in Mobile and Washington Counties
MONTGOMERY— An organization that helps victims of domestic violence will continue offering court advocacy services in Mobile and Washington counties thanks in part to a $146,541 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.  


The Penelope House Family Violence Center in Mobile works to ensure that every victim has access to a court advocate to help them understand their legal rights and options and to provide support and assistance as they navigate the criminal and civil court systems.
“For someone who has been victimized by domestic violence, the court system can seem complicated and confusing,” said Riley. “I commend Penelope House for offering a helping hand to victims so they don’t have to go through the process alone.”
The center, established in 1979, also provides victims with emergency shelter, a 24-hour crisis line, counseling and other support services. Center staff members train law enforcement and medical personnel who often are the first to respond to a victim’s call for help. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Riley notified Tonie Ann Coumanis Torrans, the organization’s executive director, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $36,635 will supplement the award.
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