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Riley Awards Grant to Battle Illegal Drugs in Lauderdale County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $61,000 grant to help a specialized task force reinforce the message that illegal drugs are not welcome in Lauderdale County.

The grant to the city of Florence will help the Lauderdale County Drug Task Force continue investigating cases involving the manufacture, sale and use of illegal drugs in the county.

“Illegal drugs are a danger to every segment of society in Alabama,” Riley said. “I commend the dedicated work of the task force to stop the flow and use of drugs.”


The task force uses a variety of methods, including undercover operations, to investigate and arrest drug dealers and break up drug trafficking rings. The unit also participates in joint investigations with federal and state agencies as well as drug task forces in neighboring counties. 

The task force is made up of representatives from several law enforcement agencies in the county, including the Lauderdale County Sheriff’s Office, the Florence Police Department and the University of North Alabama Public Safety Department. The district attorney’s office also participates in the unit.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.


Riley notified Florence Mayor Bobby Irons that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $61,000 have been committed to the task force.
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