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Riley Awards Grant to Encourage Growth of Biofuels in Alabama 
MONTGOMERY— An effort to increase the availability of biofuels to motorists traveling Alabama highways received a jumpstart in the form of a $37,500 grant from Gov. Bob Riley.  


The grant to the Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition provides initial funding for a statewide incentive program to help fuel retailers pay the costs of installing E85 ethanol and B20 biodiesel pumps at their stations. E85 is a blend of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline that can be used in flex-fuel vehicles. B20, a blend of 20 percent biodiesel made from renewable sources and 80 percent petroleum diesel, can be used in diesel engines without modification. 

“Biofuels are a homegrown alternative that is better for the environment and will be cheaper at the pump if oil prices return to levels reached last year,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the establishment of this incentive program.”

The incentive program will be a function of the Alabama E85 Infrastructure Task Force, a group of state agencies and other organizations led by the Energy Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. The task force is examining traffic volume and the areas of the state with the highest concentration of flex-fuel vehicles to determine the locations with the greatest demand for biofuel pumps. 

The Clean Fuels Coalition, a task force member agency, will help recruit gas station merchants, issue incentive funds to help retailers cover the costs of installing biofuel pumps and collect biofuel retail sales data from stations that install fuel pumps. Additional funding sources will be sought to expand the incentive program and help more retailers add biofuel pumps.

ADECA’s Energy Division is administering the grant which Riley awarded from state funds allocated to the division for alternative energy projects.


Riley notified Phillip Wiedmeyer, president and chairman of the Clean Fuels Coalition, that the grant had been approved.
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