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Riley Announces $150,000 for Computers at Fort Payne Schools
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley today announced a $150,000 grant that will provide better computer access to students in Fort Payne.  


The funds from the Appalachian Regional Commission will be used to expand Fort Payne City Schools’ mobile computer lab program, Networking to Educate Today’s Students. The school system serves about 2,900 K-12 students and has four mobile labs split between its middle and high schools.

The grant will allow the school system to purchase 12 additional mobile computer labs and expand the NETS program into its elementary schools. Beyond teaching computer skills, school officials say the labs will be a valuable tool for increasing graduation rates and decreasing dropout rates. 

“Computer literacy has become a necessity for success in the 21st century, both in schools and in the workplace,” Riley said. “This grant will make it possible for Fort Payne students to prepare today for their careers of tomorrow.”


The 12 extra labs will give Fort Payne’s schools a system-wide ratio of about 180 students per lab. Each lab will include 30 laptop computers with wireless Internet access, a storage cart that holds and recharges the laptops, a laser printer and the applicable software. 

Elementary and middle school students can use the computers to prepare for state math, writing and reading tests; high-schoolers can use them to prepare for graduation and college entrance exams. 

Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant request to the ARC for approval. The ARC funds are a 50 percent match, with 38 percent of 
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the $300,000 project being funded by the Fort Payne Board of Education and 12 percent by the state of Alabama. The Fort Payne funds were made available from the board and an anonymous donor.


ARC is a federal-state partnership that supports community and economic development in Appalachia, which includes 37 Alabama counties. 
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