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Riley Announces Grant to Expand International Commerce 
For Alabama Small Businesses  
MONTGOMERY—Small and medium-sized businesses in 35 Alabama counties may get help finding new buyers for their products thanks to a $65,800 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley. 

Funding from the Appalachian Regional Commission will be used to scout overseas markets for potential buyers of products from companies in Alabama’s ARC region. The region includes much of north and central Alabama. Company representatives and marketers, including area chambers of commerce, also will benefit from trade mission briefings and seminars. 
“This project will help Alabama companies remain vigorous and competitive by developing new markets,” Riley said. 
The Alabama Development Office’s international trade project will work with companies to identify potential overseas markets, advise them on exporting their products and provide overviews of international trade agreements and regulations. Company representatives also may have the opportunity to participate in some ADO-led trade missions. 
ARC was established by Congress in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. The region includes all of West Virginia and parts of 12 other states, including Alabama. 

Riley, who as governor serves as a member of the 14-member ARC board, notified Hilda Lockhart, director of ADO’s International Trade project, that the grant had been approved.
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