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Riley Announces Grant to Involve Teachers and Students 

in Saving Energy at Their Schools
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $50,000 Appalachian Regional Commission grant to help school systems in 19 counties identify ways to save money by reducing energy costs.  


Muscle Shoals-based Alabama Retirees Technical Advisory Group, or ARTAG, will use the funds to put together training manuals and host 12 seminars to train teachers interested in performing energy-use audits of their schools. After the training, teachers can then train student volunteers to assist in performing the audits, which identify energy-saving opportunities.

“In the current economic climate, lowering energy costs can free up more funds for schools to use on other important needs,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to get students and teachers involved in saving money for their schools.”

 The group will target its efforts in Bibb, Colbert, Cullman, DeKalb, Fayette, Hale, Jackson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Macon, Marion, Marshall, Morgan, Pickens, Randolph, Walker and Winston counties. All are part of the Appalachian region in Alabama. ARTAG expects about 60 teachers to participate in the seminars.

Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to the ARC for approval. Riley informed Robert Mitchell, CEO of ARTAG, that the grant had been approved. 

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region.
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