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Riley Announces Grant to Help Cullman’s 11th, 12th Grade Students Boost Math and Science Skills
MONTGOMERY— Cullman city schools will soon purchase new technology to enhance the educational experience for 11th- and 12th-grade students thanks to a $200,000 Appalachian Regional Commission grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley. 


The school system will equip 50 classrooms with laptop computers and other electronic equipment for the new Science, Technology, Engineering and Math program. School system officials say the STEM program will use interactive learning technology to boost students’ test scores in science and math and increase skills that can be used in the work force. 

“In today’s world, science, math and computer experience are very important to success in the work force and in life,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this effort to provide Cullman students with skills that will serve them well after graduation.”

The school system will purchase about 500 laptops to be used by students as well as 99 interactive whiteboards and multimedia projectors to be used by teachers. The system also will purchase portable electronic data-collection devices for students to use in science labs. 


Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to the ARC for approval. Riley informed Dr. Janet Harris, superintendent of Cullman City Board of Education, that the grant had been approved. The school system has committed $200,000 in matching funds to the project. 
The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region.
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