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Riley Announces Grants to Strengthen Area Workforce
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley announced two grants totaling $300,000 that will help workers find jobs and enhance their job skills  


A $200,000 grant will help Wallace State Community College fund its workforce technology initiative. The program provides students with hands-on learning, skill assessments and industry certifications in the areas of manufacturing and transportation.

Northeast Alabama Community College will use a $100,000 grant to create a center to promote higher education and enhance job skills. Center staff will encourage high school students and those who are out of school to further their education and training. The center will provide career counseling, help with resume writing and assist with job placement.


“An educated and skilled workforce allows Alabama-based industries to remain competitive in the global market which enables workers to continue providing for their families,” said Riley. “I am pleased to announce these grants to strengthen Alabama’s workforce.”


Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the project for ARC’s approval.


ARC was established by Congress in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. The region includes all of West Virginia and parts of 12 other states, including Alabama. 


Riley, who as governor serves as a member of the 14-member ARC board, notified Dr. Vicki Hawsey, president of Wallace State Community College and Dr. David Campbell, president of Northeast Alabama Community College, that the grants had been approved.
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