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Riley Awards Grant to Increase Worker Skills at Arkema
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $49,700 grant to help 25 workers at a company in Mobile County learn new skills to boost their job performance.

The grant will pay for a portion of the cost to train workers at Arkema Inc., a facility that produces chemical additives used to strengthen PVC pipe. The employees will study a variety of subjects to help improve the company’s efficiency and increase their long-term earning potential. The company will contribute $119,976 toward the training cost.
 

“In today’s economy, maintaining a highly skilled, efficient workforce is a key to survival,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to provide this assistance to help Alabama workers improve their job security by increasing their skills.”  


The training will focus on management techniques, production and quality control to help reduce waste in the production process and increase focus on customer service.
Company officials estimate that the sessions, conducted over a 12-month period, will increase both sales and the long-term earning potential of trained workers by 5 percent.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor.
Riley notified Thomas Rice, Arkema’s regional human resources manager, that the grant had been approved.
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