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Riley Awards Grant to Upgrade, Extend Black Creek Trail
MONTGOMERY— Residents and visitors to Gadsden will soon have an improved experience on a local hiking trail thanks to a $100,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.  


The Recreational Trails Program grant will enable the city to upgrade and extend the Black Creek Trail, which begins at Noccalula Falls Park and follows the Black Creek gorge. The upgrades will make the trail accessible to hikers of all ages and abilities and bring it into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 


“The availability of outdoor recreational activities can improve health and the quality of life for residents,” Riley said. “These improvements will increase the public’s enjoyment of the Black Creek Trail.”

The current half-mile trail is a narrow stone path with grades too steep to comply with accessibility requirements in the Americans with Disabilities Act. The project will widen the trail to 10 feet and create switchbacks, zigzag portions of trail needed to make uphill and downhill sections more gradual. Two scenic overlooks with benches are planned so visitors can enjoy the view from the top of the gorge. 


The project will lengthen the trail by about 400 feet to cross over Cascade Creek and end at an old logging road. An 80-foot pedestrian bridge will be constructed over Cascade Creek as part of the extension.

The project is the first phase of a multi-phase project to build a six-mile trail connecting Noccalula Falls Park with the J.D. Martin Wildlife Park. The second phase includes converting the old logging road into a trail and extending the project closer to the wildlife park.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available by the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program.
Riley notified Mayor Sherman Guyton that the grant had been approved. The city has committed $25,000 in matching funds to the project.
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