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Task Force to Focus on Wider Availability 

of E85 Fuel in Alabama

MONTGOMERY- Increasing the availability of E85 in Alabama is the goal of a new group dedicated to expanding the infrastructure necessary for the cleaner-burning fuel. 
In its inaugural meeting, the Alabama E85 Infrastructure Task Force agreed to identify target locations in the state to add E85 fueling stations and examine possible funding sources for an incentive program to help gas station merchants pay the cost of installing E85 pumps. E85 is 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline.


The Energy Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs established and leads the task force. Also represented on the task force are the state departments of Transportation and Agriculture and Industries, the Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition, General Motors Corp., the Petroleum and Convenience Marketers Association and other stakeholders including ethanol producers and distributors. 

“When gas prices inevitably rise, ethanol will be a cheaper, homegrown alternative that is better for the environment,” ADECA Director Bill Johnson said. “The task force is a well-rounded group with the expertise to chart the course to expand the availability of ethanol to motorists in Alabama.”

The task force, which met March 6 in Montgomery, will examine traffic volume and the areas of the state with the highest concentration of flex-fuel vehicles, the type of vehicle with an engine that runs on E85 or gasoline, to determine the locations where E85 pumps have the best chance of success.  There are 7 million flex-fuel vehicles currently on the road in the United States, according to General Motors. 

The task force will meet every three to four weeks as it collects data and information to develop a strategic plan for E85 in Alabama.

The group was formed in conjunction with the state’s participation in the E85 Pump Partnership Program. Alabama was one of 10 states chosen for the program by General Motors and the National Governor’s Association. Under the program, General Motors will help participating states determine new locations for E85 fuel pumps, optimize E85 supply by working with top ethanol producers and use its network of dealers, plants and offices to promote the use of E-85 in flex-fuel vehicles.
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