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Riley Awards Grant for West Blocton Trail
MONTGOMERY— The town of West Blocton will be able to wrap history, education and recreation into a single package that could increase tourism, thanks to a $100,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.  
The town will use funding to construct a walking trail as part of development of the West Blocton Coke Ovens Park. West Blocton was a major producer of coal and coke, in the late 1800s. The trail will be built around many of the coke ovens which still exist. 
“Alabama is a geologically diverse state with a fascinating history,” Riley said. “By combining historical elements with outdoor recreation, West Blocton and Bibb County will be able to tell an important part of Alabama’s story in a way that is both entertaining and educational.”
The trail, which includes scenic boardwalks, will link all of the planned features in the park. The town plans to use the park as a major component of it’s the town’s annual Cahaba Lily Festival, which is an observance of the rare Cahaba Lily.  The Cahaba Wildlife Refuge along the nearby Cahaba River will be linked to the park in with the park. 
Park organizers hope to eventually build an area for recreational vehicles to encourage more tourism to the area. 

Riley notified Mayor Victor Deerman that the grant had been approved. The city has pledged about $20,000 in local funding and services for the project. 

The grant is being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. It was awarded from funds made available to the state from the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program. 
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