[image: image1.jpg]ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 'AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

BOBRILEY

GOVERNOR BILL JOHNSON

DIRECTOR

9
S

STATE OF ALABAMA




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, March 26, 2009







Jim Plott













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grants for Tuscaloosa Trails

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $205,000 to encourage Tuscaloosa residents, students, and visitors to enjoy Alabama’s outdoors through walking and biking. 

A $125,000 grant awarded by Riley will enable the University of Alabama to build a 1,720-foot trail in a wooded area between Campus Drive and Jack Warner Parkway. 

An $80,000 grant to the Tuscaloosa County Park and Recreation Authority will continue development of the Queen City Trails project, also adjacent to Jack Warner Parkway. 

“Parks and trails are so vital to our communities,” Riley said. “They not only serve as invitations to enjoy the outdoors, they also are an important measurement of the quality of life in the cities and communities where they exist. I am pleased to award these grants.”

When completed, the university’s Ridgecrest Nature Trail will link the campus and a residential area. Like the Queen City project, the trail will be near a river walk. 

The Queen City Trails project includes widening and improving an existing trail. The gravel-surface trail connects Queen City Avenue to the Tuscaloosa Public Library and provides better public access to historic ruins in the park. 

 Riley notified Tim Leopard, assistant vice president of the university’s Facilities, Planning, Design and Construction and Don Kelly, executive director of the county Park and Recreation Authority, that the grants had been approved. 

The grants are being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. They were awarded from funds made available to the state from the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program. 
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