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Riley Awards Grant for Recreational Enhancements 
in Washington County
MONTGOMERY—A $100,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will give southwest Alabama residents a reason to saddle up their horses, lace up their hiking boots or pump up the tires on their mountain bikes.
The grant will be used to construct multi-use trails in St. Stephens Historical Park. The trail site features undisturbed woods, lakes, more than a mile of Tombigbee River frontage, an old quarry, and the abandoned town of Old St. Stephens, which was Alabama’s territorial capital and where the U.S. flag was first raised over Alabama in 1799.
“These recreational trails will provide a place for families to exercise and have fun while enjoying nature and Alabama’s rich history,” said Riley. “I am pleased to award funding for this project.”

The trails will allow for many activities, including day hiking, equestrian activities, jogging, biking, bird watching, overnight backpacking and camping.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state from the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program.

 Riley notified Jim Long, director of the St. Stephens Historical Commission, that the grant had been approved.
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