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Riley Awards Grants to Reduce Underage Drinking
MONTGOMERY— With the help of $196,203 in grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, two statewide nonprofit organizations are focusing attention on the dangers of underage drinking.
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers and Students Against Destructive Decisions, are using the grants to conduct programs that provide education, motivation and tools to help Alabama youth avoid alcohol, drugs and other destructive behaviors.


“Pressured by friends and peer groups, too many teens make bad choices that endanger their lives,” Riley said. “Programs supported by these grants encourage wise decisions. I commend the efforts of MADD and SADD to help teens to act responsibly.”

A $130,000 grant will help MADD continue school-based educational programs, assemblies and DVDs during prom seasons and graduation to help teenagers understand the dangers of drunken driving and consuming alcohol. The organization also will create a public education campaign targeted to adults who purchase alcohol for minors. 


SADD will use a $66,203 grant to assist current chapters, expand its programs, plan statewide education campaigns and foster student leadership. The Alabama SADD network includes 158 high school chapters, 40 chapters at junior high, middle and elementary schools, and two college chapters. The group plans to add more chapters over the next year.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department. 


Riley informed Glenda Richardson, MADD state council chairwoman, and John Perkins, Alabama SADD coordinator, that the grants had been approved.
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