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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Truancy in Tallassee
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $38,003 grant to help reduce truancy in the Tallassee city schools. 
The funding will enable the Elmore County District Attorney’s Office to continue the Helping Families Initiative Program. Through the program, the District Attorney’s Office can intervene at early signs of misbehavior to help prevent a child from entering the juvenile justice system.
“Students who are truant or suspended from school on a regular basis are more likely to commit criminal offenses,” said Riley. “I am pleased that this initiative is helping children before it’s too late.”
The program was implemented in September 2007, and during its first eight months, 56 children were referred from Tallassee city schools. Referrals occur when the child has been absent seven times. Officials with the district attorney’s office say there was a 60 percent improvement in school attendance among those in the program and it was necessary to refer only one student to the juvenile court.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Riley notified Joe Faulk, chairman of the Elmore County Commission, that the grant had been approved. The County Commission is the fiscal agent for the grant.
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