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Riley Awards Grant to Curtail Truancy in Autauga County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $65,313 grant to reduce truancy in Autauga County and prevent troubled students from dropping out of school.
The grant to the Autauga County Commission helps fund the “Check and Connect” program. The program provides a mentor and a variety of support services to help fourth- through eighth-grade students improve school attendance.
“Excessive absence from school can be the first step along a downhill path,” said Riley. “The Check and Connect program provides the support and encouragement many students need to stay in school and gain a brighter, more productive future.”
The program is a collaboration of the Autauga County School System and Peers Are Staying Straight, better known as PASS: the Noble Idea. PASS is an organization that helps Autauga County youth avoid substance abuse and stay in school.
The Check and Connect program maintains frequent contact with students and their families and provides counseling and tutoring. Mentors track a student’s progress, including grades, attendance and any suspensions, and work with them to maintain a positive attitude about education and a stronger connection to the school.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.

Riley notified Clyde Chambliss, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. 
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