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Riley Awards Grant for Program to Aid Parents of Juveniles 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to the Morgan County Commission for a program that helps parents of juvenile offenders learn to deal effectively with their children.  


The $60,000 grant will enable the county to begin offering the Parent Project, a 10-week program that teaches parents how to help their children turn from violent or defiant behavior.  The county will offer the program at least 12 times in 2009 and expects at least 100 parents to participate in the sessions.


“Young people often need strong guidance to straighten out their lives, and parents must be a key part of that process,” Riley said. “I commend Morgan County officials for providing this program to help parents be more effective in disciplining their children to help them make positive changes.”


Morgan County officials say the program is needed to help reduce the rate of repeat juvenile offenses. From 2005 to 2007, 21 percent of all juvenile offenders in the county were repeat offenders, according to the county. 


The program uses discussions, role playing activities and presentations to help parents understand the dangers drugs and peer pressure pose to their children. Parents learn to help their children develop positive decision making skills and also learn how to create a more supportive family environment.


Parents are referred to the program by juvenile court and probation officers. Used nationally for more than 10 years, the Parent Project curriculum has been completed by more than 100,000 families, according to www.parentproject.com.  


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.

Riley notified John Glasscock, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $6,667 are supplementing the award.
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