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Riley Awards Grants to Assist Child Abuse Victims, Prevent Abuse
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $41,678 for programs and services to assist child abuse victims and prevent abuse in Lee and Macon Counties. 


A $30,486 grant will help the Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama continue assisting victims and family members not involved in the abuse through its Family Advocacy Program. An $11,192 grant will enable the center to offer “The Incredible Years,” a program to teach parents how to deal with children ages 3-8 who have exhibited troubled behavior. 

“Abuse is a crime that destroys far too many families,” Riley said. “I commend the Child Advocacy Center for taking steps to prevent abuse by teaching parenting skills and for helping victims and their families when abuse does occur.”

 The center’s advocacy program supports families of victims through counseling and support groups. An advocate meets with family members and law enforcement representatives to develop a plan of action for the abuse case and helps families understand the investigative process. The advocate maintains contact with the families up to 18 months after the victim first receives services from the center.

“The Incredible Years” program will help parents learn to control their own behavior while disciplining their young children. The concepts are designed to prevent the escalation of behaviors that could result in a child being hurt physically or emotionally. The program, taught in six weekly sessions, also includes a component to help children improve their behavior. 
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. departments of Health and Human Services and Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the awards.
Riley notified Carlyn Tucker-Simmons, chairwoman of the center’s board, that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $10,420 will supplement the awards.
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