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Riley Awards Grant to Help Victims of Sexual Assault
MONTGOMERY—A statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to helping victims of sexual assault will continue its services thanks in part to a $135,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The grant will enable the Alabama Coalition Against Rape to continue serving as a clearinghouse for information, training law enforcement officers and prosecutors on the unique aspects of sexual assault crimes and working to improve treatment and services for victims.
“Educating law enforcement officers and prosecutors on the needs and concerns of victims ensures that these crimes are dealt with more effectively,” said Riley. “I commend the Coalition for advocating that victims receive the compassionate and thorough response they deserve.”
The organization was established in 1995 and currently works with a network of 15 rape crisis centers located across the state to assist victims.
The nonprofit group also provides training for specialized nurses and others who work with sexual assault victims to ensure effective care for the victim and the proper collection of evidence needed in prosecutions.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
Riley notified Trace Fleming-Smith, president of the organization’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.
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