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Riley Grants Help Child Abuse Victims in Etowah, Marshall Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $159,840 to assist victims of child abuse in Etowah and Marshall counties.
The James M. Barrie Center for Children Inc. in Gadsden will receive a grant for $76,850 to serve victims in Etowah County. An $82,990 grant will enable victims in Marshall County to continue receiving assistance from the Guntersville-based Child Advocacy Center of Marshall County.
“Victims of child abuse need to have access to professional assistance,” said Riley. “I commend both the Barrie Center and the Child Advocacy Center for the service they render to innocent victims.”
Both organizations provide counseling for victims and family members not involved in the abuse. The centers work with local law enforcement agencies so that victims only need to tell their stories once in a child-friendly atmosphere, reducing the trauma of having to retell the stories of their abuse multiple times.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Riley notified Chris Haney, board president of the Barrie Center, and Susan McKenney, board president of the Child Advocacy Center, that the grants had been approved.

Matching funds of $19,213 will supplement the award to the Barrie Center for Children, and the Child Advocacy Center grant will be supplemented by matching funds of $20,748.
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