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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Child Abuse Victims

in Choctaw, Clarke and Washington Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $36,800 grant to an organization that provides support services for child victims of sexual and physical abuse in Choctaw, Clarke and Washington counties.
The Regional Children’s Advocacy Center helps victims and their families throughout the abuse investigation and subsequent court proceedings and offers services that aid victims to help them recover from the trauma of abuse. The organization, formerly known as the Clarke County Child Advocacy Center, recently changed its name to reflect the expansion of services to Choctaw and Washington counties.
“Child abuse can cause unspeakable pain and long-term emotional scars,” said Riley. “I commend the center for their dedication to helping child abuse victims and their families through difficult times.”
The funding will help support the Victim Advocacy Program that was established in 2006. The program includes a victim advocate and counselor who assist the victim and family members not involved in the abuse by helping them understand court proceedings and navigate the criminal justice system.
Riley notified Larry Jones, the organization’s board chairman, that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant is made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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