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Riley Awards $50,000 for Worker Training in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—Grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will allow workers at two plants in Leeds to learn new job skills that will make their companies more productive
Two grants totaling $50,000 will help Big Sky Fabricators Inc. and USCO Power Equipment Corp. train workers in skills to streamline production. 

“To remain competitive in today’s global economy, Alabama businesses must maintain a highly skilled workforce,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help these workers gain new skills, boost their value to their employers and enhance their wage-earning potential.”

With a $39,512 grant, USCO Power Equipment will train 70 employees in methods to shorten production cycles and reduce manufacturing costs. USCO manufactures power equipment used by electric utilities throughout the South. Officials with USCO estimate the training will increase sales by 5 percent, boost employees’ long-term wages by 2 percent and reduce employee turnover rates by 5 percent. The company will contribute $54,292 to the training cost.
Big Sky Fabricators will use a $10,488 grant to help pay the costs for seven employees to learn techniques to reduce production time and eliminate waste. The company manufactures steel beams and other products for the electrical industry. Company officials estimate the training will increase efficiency by 20 percent, increase sales by 10 percent, create two new jobs and boost employees’ long-term wages by 10 percent. Big Sky Fabricators will contribute $11,877 toward the training cost.
Birmingham-based Joseph R. Chapman Co. will provide the training to both companies over a 12-month period.


Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of 
Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
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