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Riley Awards Grant to Battle Illegal Drugs in 

Lowndes, Crenshaw and Butler Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $150,000 grant to continue the fight against illegal drugs in Lowndes, Crenshaw and Butler counties.
The Lowndes County Commission will use the funds to continue the work of the Second Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force. The task force tracks and arrests drug traffickers, dealers and users in the three counties.
“The presence of drugs in a community is often accompanied by increased crime and violence,” said Riley. “I commend the ongoing efforts of the drug task force to protect communities in the three-county area from drugs and drug-related crimes.”
The task force includes four full time drug agents and an assistant district attorney who gives legal advice during investigations. A task force commander with 13 years of drug investigative experience leads the group. 

In 2007, the task force partnered with the South Central Alabama Regional Housing Authority to curtail drug distribution and violent crime within public housing communities in Lowndes County. This year, one task force agent, with the help of the housing authority, will assist with drug enforcement in the public housing communities.
Riley notified Charlie King Jr., chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $150,000 will supplement the award.

Riley awarded the grant from funding made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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