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Riley Awards $70,275 to Support Crime Unit in Etowah County
MONTGOMERY—A specialized law enforcement unit will continue helping domestic violence victims and investigating cases in Etowah County thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The $70,275 grant awarded to the County Commission will support the Domestic Violence Crime Unit of the county sheriff’s department. The unit investigates domestic violence cases, aids in the prosecution of offenders and enforces protection orders. 

“Domestic violence is a crime that harms far too many victims in Alabama,” Riley said.  “I commend the Crime Unit for its work to protect victims and prosecute offenders.”
The task force will use the funds for training to improve initial response to reported domestic violence crimes and educate victims on available services.  The unit handles about 400 cases each year and is working to decrease occurrences of domestic violence, county officials said.

The task force will also develop and implement educational programs that aim to deter offenders from repeating violent acts.  


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.



Riley informed Jimmy McKee, president of the County Commission, that the grant had 
been approved. 
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