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Riley Awards Grant to Assist Domestic Violence Victims in Bessemer
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $62,700 to support a unit that prosecutes domestic violence cases and assists victims in west Jefferson County.
The grant will help the Bessemer Cut-off Advocacy Center continue the Bessemer Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit.  The specialized unit, made up of a deputy district attorney, a victim services officer and an investigator, prosecutes offenders and supports victims throughout the legal process.
“Victims deserve justice for the reprehensible acts committed against them,” Riley said. “I commend the Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit for aggressively investigating and prosecuting domestic violence cases and for helping victims get the support and services they need to recover.” 

The unit works closely with other organizations to assess each case, determine what services and resources will best benefit the victim and develop a safety plan to protect the victim from further abuse.

Services offered to victims include individual and group counseling, courtroom preparation, assistance in filing for restraining orders and victims’ compensation and referrals to other social service agencies that offer additional help. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of 
Justice.
 The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley informed District Attorney Arthur Green Jr. of the grant’s approval. Matching funds 
of $20,900 will supplement the grant.
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