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Riley Awards Grant to Help Domestic Violence Victims in Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $145,000 grant to an organization that provides training to help law enforcement agencies, healthcare professionals and shelter staff throughout Alabama better serve domestic violence victims. 

The Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence provides the specialized training to help these professionals meet the needs of victims during their difficult ordeal.
“Victims of domestic violence need support and understanding to help them recover,” said Riley. “I commend the coalition for helping to ensure that all victims in this state have access to resources to help them cope and recover.”
The coalition provides technical support and training to domestic violence task forces across the state. The group also trains healthcare workers to look for injuries that might be the result of domestic violence. Healthcare workers are also informed of available resources that can be recommended in order to help victims.
The grant will help the coalition continue to develop and implement standard policies for dealing with all aspects of domestic violence. These standards help sheriffs, court referral officers, probation officers, domestic violence intervention programs, court magistrates, court clerks and health and education teachers.

Riley notified Belinda Jones, the coalition’s president, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $48,333 will supplement the award.
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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