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Riley Awards Grant to Help Victims of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault in West Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $12,000 grant to help victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking get the assistance they need to overcome the trauma.
Turning Point, a Tuscaloosa-based organization, serves domestic violence and sexual assault victims in Bibb, Fayette, Hale, Lamar, Pickens and Tuscaloosa counties. Some services are also provided in Greene, Marengo and Sumter counties.
“It is important for community organizations to reach out to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault to provide the help and assistance they need,” said Riley. “I commend the Turning Point staff for serving victims in west Alabama.”
The organization offers a 24-hour crisis line, emergency confidential shelter, counseling, support groups and child advocacy. They also are involved with community education programs that teach the community about what services are offered to victims and families.

In judicial matters involving the victim, the organization explains court proceedings and offers support during the case. Turning Point also provides victims with essential information and referrals for further assistance involving housing, employment and similar assistance to help them rebuild their lives. 
Riley notified Turning Point Vice President Pauline Mills that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant is made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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