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Riley Awards Grants to Provide Jobs in Clarke County    
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $500,000 to help create 100 jobs in Clarke County.  

The Community Development Block Grant will lead the way for Dixie Green Pellets to construct a plant in Jackson for producing wood pellets. Wood pellets are used by power plants, particularly in Europe, as a clean burning alternative to coal or natural gas. 

“Alabama’s natural resources and its capable workforce are again key components in bringing industry to this state,” Riley said. “I commend the work of local and area leaders for their efforts in this project, and I am pleased to play a role.”
Funding will be used to prepare the site for the production plant which will be built off Alabama Highway 177.  

The new plant will be built on 57.6 acre of a 175-acre parcel that the city plans to develop into an industrial park. When completed, the plant is will be capable of producing 500,000 metric tons of pellets a year. Abundant forests and the area’s proximity to the Tombigbee River – necessary for transporting the product – played key roles in the company’s decision to locate in the county. 
Riley notified Jackson Mayor Richard Long that the grant had been approved. The city is providing $500,000 in matching funding. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. The CDBG program was created in 1974 to improve living conditions primarily for low- and moderate-income residents. 

Dixie Green is the second pellet producer to be aided by a grant from Riley. The governor awarded a $400,000 to the Dallas County Commission in May 2007 to construct a water tank for New Gas Concepts which built a plant near Selma. 
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