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Web Site Connects Area Workers with Money-saving Carpools
MONTGOMERY— Rita Nichols was looking for a way to save money on her daily commute from her home in Prattville to her job in downtown Montgomery. Her answer came from CommuteSmart Montgomery, a new Web site that matches hopeful carpoolers from surrounding counties.  

Nichols, a state government employee, registered online at www.commutesmart.org/montgomery. The site matched her with commuters who live nearby and work similar hours in downtown Montgomery. After receiving an e-mail from one of her CommuteSmart matches, Nichols joined a carpool with two other state employees. Nichols’ carpool rotates vehicles every week so she drives only one out of every three weeks.

“Since I began carpooling, I save about $60 or $70 per month,” Nichols said. “I also get to share the ride with two friendly people who I would have never met otherwise.”


CommuteSmart Montgomery was developed by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, the city of Montgomery’s Transportation Planning Division and the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham, which coordinates similar carpool programs in Birmingham and Mobile. An ADECA grant of $10,000 funded the Web site’s creation.


“Everyone knows that carpooling saves money, but finding commuters with a schedule similar to your own is often a challenge,” ADECA Director Bill Johnson said. “CommuteSmart not only brings commuters together, it also saves oil, reduces traffic congestion and improves air quality.” 


The site’s online database uses a person’s home address, work address and work hours to match commuters willing to share their ride. Information is secure and will not be used for any other purpose. If no immediate match is found, commuters should check back as the database fills with new registrants, Johnson said.
For more information about CommuteSmart Montgomery, contact ADECA’s Energy Division at (334) 242-5290 or Montgomery’s Transportation Planning Division at (334) 241-2249. 
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