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Riley Awards Grant for Chatom Wastewater Treatment Plant
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $400,000 grant to help the town of Chatom eliminate a public health hazard and comply with Alabama Department of Environmental Management wastewater regulations.  


The Community Development Block Grant will cover a portion of the costs for the town to construct a new wastewater treatment plant. Town officials estimate the cost of the new treatment plant at about $1.5 million, with $911,083 in local funds and a $250,000 Delta Regional Authority grant awarded earlier this year already committed to the project. 


“Community Development Block Grants enable local governments to undertake vital projects that they would otherwise be unable to afford,” Riley said. “I commend Chatom officials for taking steps to remove an environmental and public health threat.”

The current treatment system is discharging untreated wastewater into nearby Miles Creek, town officials said. The town has been fined $9,100 by ADEM for wastewater runoff into the creek. 

The problems are caused by the town’s current spray field system, where wastewater is treated and sprayed onto an adjacent 23-acre field using a sprinkler system. Iron in the soil interacts with the treated water, causing frequent crusting of the ground. As a result, a crust forms on the spray field causing sewage to flow over the surface of the field into the creek.  

The new treatment plant will use a flow-through tank system that treats and releases water, eliminating the spray field. Town officials say the plant will have enough capacity to serve the growth expected when the nearby ThyssenKrupp plant opens. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Riley notified Mayor Harold Crouch of the grant’s approval. 
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