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Riley Awards Planning Grants to Six Municipalities 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $168,000 to help six municipalities prepare for the future and make their communities better places to live. 
Five grants were awarded to develop comprehensive community plans that will be used to encourage orderly growth and development:  Atmore is receiving $32,000; Brundidge, $33,750; Epes, $30,000; Jackson’s Gap, $40,000 and North Courtland, $27,000. In addition, the town of Brantley was awarded $37,250 to develop a plan for revitalizing its downtown district.  
“Although we cannot predict the future, good planning makes us better prepared to tackle problems and take advantage of opportunities,” Riley said. “The comprehensive plans supported by these grants will enable city leaders to develop long-term objectives that will enhance their communities.”
The plans will contain a compilation of data including traffic volume and patterns, growth projections, zoning, housing and economic development and other pertinent factors. When analyzed, the data can help planners and city officials outline needs and achieve goals. 

Brantley’s grant is aimed at reinvigorating its downtown district. A plan will be developed to improve aesthetics and infrastructure, eliminate blight and preserve architectural and historical characteristics.  

 Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grants from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants.
CDBG awards help develop viable communities by providing decent housing, suitable living environments and expanded economic opportunities, principally for persons of low- or moderate-income.
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