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Riley Awards Grant for Emelle-Gainesville Sewer System 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $539,466 to improve living conditions in two Sumter County towns. The Community Development Block Grant project will provide sewer services for residents in the towns of Emelle and Gainesville. 
“Without state support, many communities find it impossible to provide vital services to their residents,” Riley said. “This CDBG project will reduce an environmental hazard and lay the groundwork for future growth and prosperity.”
Riley has emphasized the development of Alabama’s Black Belt region creating the Black Belt Action Commission in 2004. The goal of the commission is to improve living conditions, education, employment opportunities and medical services in the 12-county region that includes Sumter County. 

The low-pressure system will not totally replace private septic systems, but will reduce the amount of sewage volume directed to homeowner systems. As part of the project, faulty private systems will be replaced and households without septic systems will be supplied one. 

Riley notified Mayors Roy Willingham of Emelle and Carrie M. Fulghum of Gainesville that the grant request had been approved. 
CDBG funding is made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants.
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