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Riley Awards Grants to Help Troubled Youth in 
Calhoun and Talladega Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $65,352 to help youth in Calhoun and Talladega counties avoid the dangers of violence and drug use.
The Calhoun County Commission will use a grant of $33,000 to help fund Family Links Inc. The organization, located in McClellan, offers services to families and youth who are at risk of becoming involved with illegal drugs, violence or other harmful behaviors. Services offered by the program include 24-hour, on-call support and counseling. Family Links also provides Parent Project, a 10-week course for parents of disrespectful or out-of-control children and adolescents.
A $32,352 grant will enable the Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement to implement a program called “Turning Point.” The program, for ages 12 to 18, provides after-school, in-home intervention for youth with behavioral problems. Participants include those with poor school attendance and performance, runaways and those referred by the juvenile court system or one of the three school districts in Talladega County.

“Troubled youth need strong guidance and intervention to help them turn their lives around and become productive citizens,” said Riley. “I commend Family Links and the Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement for their dedication to the youth of Calhoun and Talladega counties.”
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available to the state by U.S. Department of Education.

Riley notified James E. Henderson, chairman of the Calhoun County Commission, and Margaret Morton, executive director of SAFE, that the grants had been approved.
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