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Riley Awards $400,000 for Water Improvements in Notasulga
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $400,000 grant for water and drainage improvements that will benefit 190 residents of Notasulga.  

The Community Development Block Grant will enable the town to replace deteriorating water pipes and fire hydrants in a residential area near downtown. Town officials also will use a portion of the funds to fix drainage problems on Hardwich Street. 
“Community Development Block Grants enable local governments to undertake vital projects that communities would otherwise be unable to afford,” Riley said. “I commend Notasulga officials for undertaking these improvement projects to eliminate heath and safety hazards.”
Town officials say residents on West College Street North, West Avenue, Burruss Avenue and portions of Tallapoosa Street, Hardwich Street and West College Street South have been plagued with water problems. Cast iron or galvanized steel pipes serve the area and are more than 75 years old, corroded and leaking. The water delivered to residents is rusty and under low pressure. The new lines, made of copper and PVC, are expected to provide quality water for more than 50 years. To improve fire protection the town will replace several old fire hydrants in the area that no longer work. 
Another portion of the project will improve drainage on Hardwich Street between Lyon and West College streets. During heavy storms and extend rains, water collects and floods the street and adjacent yards because of a small curb size, an improper slope from the center of the street to the curb and inadequate drainage inlets. The project will scrape the existing street down to recover an adequate curb size, add bigger inlets and resurface the road to get the correct slope.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Riley notified Mayor Frank Tew of the grant’s approval. Notasulga has committed $46,800 in matching funds for the projects.
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