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Riley Awards Grants to Assist Abuse Victims 

in Baldwin, Mobile, Washington Counties
MONTGOMERY—Victims of domestic violence and child abuse in southwest Alabama will continue to have access to free professional assistance thanks in part to grants totaling $398,362 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
A $153,739 grant will help the Baldwin County Family Violence Project continue providing services for victims and their children through its Lighthouse Domestic Violence Project. Services offered by the center include shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline, support groups and victims’ advocacy programs.
Riley awarded a $125,467 grant to the Mobile County Commission to support the Mobile County Child Advocacy Center. The center coordinates the services of 28 social work professionals from seven agencies in one central location to help child victims in Mobile County recover from sexual and physical abuse. Forms of assistance include counseling, legal services, court preparation and transportation.
Penelope House will use two grants totaling $119,156 to assist domestic violence victims in Mobile and Washington counties. The organization provides a 24-hour crisis hotline, an emergency shelter, counseling, support groups and referrals to other community agencies that offer additional assistance.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. departments of Justice and Health and Human Services.
Riley informed Nancy Bell, board president of the Baldwin County Family Violence Project, Stephen Nodine, chairman of the Mobile County Commission, and Kathryn Coumanis, executive director of Penelope House, that the grants had been approved.
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