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Riley Awards Grants to Aid Domestic Violence Victims in Black Belt
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $198,764 to ensure that domestic violence victims in several west Alabama counties continue to have access to professional assistance.

Demopolis-based Harriet’s House received a $100,289 grant to continue serving victims and their children in Choctaw, Clarke, Marengo and Sumter counties. The organization provides a 24-hour crisis hotline, an emergency shelter and support groups for victims and their children. The shelter also provides transportation to and from work and appointments for victims. 

Grants totaling $98,475 will help the Selma and Blackbelt Regional Abuse Sanctuary assist victims in Dallas, Perry and Wilcox counties. The organization offers emergency shelter for victims and their children, a 24-hour crisis hotline and support groups. Victims also are able to get help with their legal needs and referrals to agencies that assist with housing, job training and other services.  SABRA Sanctuary also employs a specially trained nurse to conduct medical exams of sexual assault victims.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department.
Riley notified Kelley Barnes of Harriet’s House and Steve Smitherman of SABRA that the grants had been approved.
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